
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law to the contrary, the Department of Education shall,
subject to appropriation, reimburse a municipality, which qualifies
as a growth community, for the costs of construction of a new
school to expand the capacity of the school district. Reimburse-
ment shall be in accordance with the following formula:

(1) an additional twenty-five percent of reimbursement above
the rate set by the General Court in that current fiscal year, for the
construction costs of a new school;

(2) thirty-five percent for operation costs for the new school for
five years;

(3) fifty percent of the initial start-up costs for the new school
building.

Funds under this section shall be in addition to any other
money received from the commonwealth pursuant to any other
general or special law.

For the purposes of this section a municipality shall be deemed
to be a growth community if it has experienced an increase in stu-
dent population of at least one percent over the prior two years. To
be eligible for funds pursuant to this section a municipality must
encourage the growth of business and take steps to actively ini-
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tiate the broadening of the business, commercial and industrial
sector over a period of at least five years; provided, however, that
if a municipality fails to comply with the aforesaid provisions
reimbursement may be revoked.

The Department of Education shall establish a list of munici-
palities which qualify as growth communities.

SECTION 2. The Department of Education shall file with the
General Court any legislation necessary to implement the provi-
sions of this act. 
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